
In Gratitude  

I wish to express my thanks to all those who have helped in so many ways prepare our parish 

through the season of Advent and now into the Christmas season.  There is a lot that goes on 

“behind the scenes” that must take place to truly sustain and succeed in ministry.  Thank you to 

the musicians, decorators, lectors, ushers, EMHCs, servers, and schedulers.  Thank you to the 

staff.  Thank you to those who contributed gifts and cards to those in need.  Thank you to those 

who visit the sick, the homebound, and the lonely.  Thank you to everyone who comes through 

our doors to celebrate with us and join in our prayers for the Catholic Church and our entire 

world.  It takes everyone working together to make a parish community.  Thank you as well to 

any I may have forgotten to mention here, and please forgive my forgetfulness.  

 

I want to personally thank as well all those who have sent me a card or other gifts for Christmas.  

Far too many of you are far too good to me.  I am deeply humbled by your expressions of 

support and your prayers.  Please know of my prayers for all of you.  It is a joy and a privilege 

to be able to offer Mass on your behalf each week.  
  

Mary, Mother of God  

Please remember that January 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation on which we celebrate the Octave 

Day of the Nativity and Mary, Mother of God.  Each Catholic capable of making it to Mass is 

obligated to attend Mass.  If you find that the Mass times that have been scheduled do not work 

in your schedule, please let me know and consider asking your pastor for a dispensation from 

the obligation due to your extenuating circumstances.  We are happy to do so, and it helps 

indicate to the priests which times work best in the parish and which do not.  
  

It is also an opportunity for us as part of our new Area Catholic Community to pray together at 

the ACC Mass on January 1st at 9:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Church.  In the start of a new year, we can 

seek to develop new relationships and connections and extend our hands and hearts out to a 

wider group, so that we might strengthen each other and seek to share the message of salvation to 

the entire world. 

Fr. Timothy Gapinski   
 


