
Blessed Advent to all of you and a holy Gaudete Sunday.  

  

As I’ve mentioned in the past, Gaudete is a Latin word meaning “Rejoice!”  Grammatically, it is 

a command telling us that we must rejoice!  I say this again as I have in the past because I love 

how the Church has so many special ways to help us get into the mind and heart of the mysteries 

of our Catholic Faith that we celebrate throughout the Church year.  Our Holy Mother Church 

knows that we her children are spread far and wide over the globe, from east to west, north to 

south.  Like any good mother, Holy Mother Church loves to see her children together and united 

in what is most important.  Whenever Easter and Christmas come around, my mom is always the 

first one to plan for how the whole family can be together.  So with Holy Mother Church, she 

unites all of us together in this Advent season of waiting and hoping for the birth of the most 

important Person in our lives, Jesus Christ.  Holy Mother Church wants us to be united together 

with our Blessed Mother Mary to “Rejoice” (Gaudete) when her son is born.  So, we have this 

third Sunday of Advent to anticipate that in a special way.  We are given a foretaste of the joy to 

come at Christ’s birth, the joy that is not just an emotion, but a deep abiding delight in the good 

as a result of charity.  However, it is not limited to Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.  We are also 

called to wait and hope for Christ’s coming at the end of time, when “He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead,” as we believe in our Creed.  How can we be joyful, 

though, for Christ to come again when all of our deeds, good and ill, will be revealed for 

everyone to see and when we receive our eternal reward or punishment from our just and 

merciful Lord?  In short, on our own power, we can’t be joyful for such a coming.  However, if 

we cling to Christ here and now, persevere in his help, frequent the sacraments, especially 

Confession and the Eucharist, we will surely be joyful because we will have Christ dwelling in 

us.  If we cling to our Blessed Mother and foster greater devotion to her, praying the Rosary and 

calling upon her in our daily duties, we will be joyful as she was, being “full of grace."  After 

all, when we are filled with the life of God as we are when we have no serious sins on our souls 

and when we have Mary to lead us to her son, how can we go wrong?  How can we be anything 

but joyful?  So, on this Gaudete Sunday, let us unite our Advent waiting and hoping to our 

Blessed Mother.  Let us rejoice with her today at the nearness of the coming of her son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  
  

In prayer,  
  

Dcn. Brady Keller 


