
Pastoral Workshop for Clergy  

This year’s Clergy Conference at Arrowwood is upon us again.  It truly is a blessing that the 

diocese offers and encourages continued education for its priests.  There is so much to know and 

to learn about the faith and putting it into practice.  No matter how many degrees a person might 

have, that person still needs continued education and training to grow and effectively bring that 

information to others.   

The annual clergy conference is one opportunity for priests to continue building on the 

foundations they have established from seminary and other studies.  There are expectations for 

continued education amongst the clergy and attending the conference does not complete the 

requirement for the year.  Rather, the conference also serves as a reminder that continued 

education is something to be ingrained in our regular lives as well and something that should not 

be avoided or overlooked.   

You might think about it kind of like going to confession.  Having a communal penance service 

is a nice opportunity to come together as a parish or community and collectively acknowledge 

our need for mercy.  It strengthens and supports all those who attend, helping them recognize 

they are not alone in the journey of life.  But communal penance services are not the only way to 

go to confession.  We generally only have communal penance services a couple times a year, and 

while very good, they are also to serve as a reminder that we need to incorporate the sacrament 

of Confession more into our regular lives.  They are not meant to take the place of regular 

individual confessions throughout the year.  In fact, it should be just the opposite.  The 

communal penance service should hopefully inspire us to more regular confessions. 

Our clergy conference is in part meant to inspire continued learning amongst the clergy, and can 

help provide a theme or framework for the coming year.  The focus of this year’s conference is 

heavily on Sacred Scripture.  Dr. Andrew Swafford, an author and associate professor of 

theology at Benedictine College in Kansas, will be the primary speaker.  Throughout the days of 

the conference he will be talking about typology, mystagogy, and the senses of scripture, then 

illuminating those things in the Prophet Isaiah and the Gospel of Matthew.  These topics not only 

help us as priests and deacons in our own reading of Sacred Scripture, but help make it 

accessible to others through our preaching. 

I look forward each year to our clergy conference, and the opportunities to learn and grow with 

the other clergy of our diocese.  The days of the conference are also filled with fellowship and 

prayer and can be very inspiring and fulfilling.  Please pray for me and all the clergy of the 

diocese this week while we are at our conference, and know that I will be praying for all of you.  

As in past years, there will be no daily Masses scheduled in our cluster during this time, from 

October 7th through the 9th, as almost all active priests and most retired priests will be attending 

the conference. 

Fr. Timothy Gapinski  


