
God, Family, Country  

This week while preparing for the funeral of one of our parishioners at St. Michael, the family 

mentioned that the deceased loved “God, family, and his country, in that order.”  And that he 

was not shy in letting other know that!  That priority of values, God, family, and country, is more 

than a catchy phrase or the lyrics to a country song; it is how we are all called to live and it 

should be evident in the things we do. 

It is important to love one’s country (and good to acknowledge those who have served it in the 

military as we approach Veterans Day).  This does not mean that the country is perfect, but that 

we should recognize the good things we have and work diligently to bring still greater good into 

our world.  We should love the country enough to want to correct what is wrong and support 

what is good. 

Family comes before country because the role of any government should always be the 

protection, support, and growth of the family.  If any government serves itself before the family, 

it will almost always lead to egregious human right violations.  We too must love and support 

our families.  Again, not pretending that our families are perfect, but letting it be a place of 

unconditional love as well as learning to forgive.   

Love of God must come first before all other things.  If we were to put anything else in the top 

place, it would effectively become the thing we worship.  Everything else would be measured by 

its standard.  But nothing else can truly save us.  Neither family nor country nor anything else 

could ever be perfect in this world.  None of them can offer the eternal.  Only by bringing the 

other things in our life to God, can He elevate them through us and make them more of what they 

are meant to be.  Without God, they will eventually become distorted and damaged versions of 

themselves. 

These three values are important and most of us might agree that it makes sense to order them in 

that way.  Yet a study from a few years ago reported that most Americans surveyed would not 

put them in that order at all.  When asked how much each of the following are a part of your 

personal identity, faith (38%) ranked far below both family (62%) and being an American (52%)  

[https://religionnews.com/2015/03/20/americans-dont-cite-god-family-country-quite-like-cliche-

goes/]   

God, family, and country should all be major factors in our personal identity, but none should be 

higher than God.  We should think about ourselves as Catholic Americans rather than American 

Catholics.  We should identify more with our Christian name rather than our given name.  And 

the other actions and choices of our lives should reflect this. 

Placing God First 

In last week’s bulletin, I wrote about how financial statements can be seen as value statements – 

how much I choose to spend money on things can indicate how much I value them.  Even 

obligations like taxes are still part of my choice, as I am choosing to still live in this country and 

therefore support it through taxes.  Again, I am not pretending that there is a perfect correlation 

between how much you spend on a thing and how much you value it and I know there are many 
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other complexities that have to be considered, but it is important to see where God would rank in 

our lives and how sometimes we can easily forget God and our faith and put something else in its 

place. 

One brief example that I mentioned in passing in a daily Mass homily earlier this month is how 

we structure our will or intend to disposition our property and goods on death.  Most people 

immediately think about dividing their property equally amongst their children and/or 

grandchildren (or some other similar arrangements).  While this is not wrong per se, it seems to 

be forgetting something very important. 

My point is that we should consider God and the Church.  The Church is the body of Christ; in 

Him we have been united as one family, and it should be considered in our wills.  If you have 

five children, I encourage you to think about the Church as the sixth and divide things 

accordingly.  Not only is this a beautiful act of charity on your part, but it is also a powerful 

example to your children and the community of where our priorities should be.  It helps us all 

focus less on the material things of this world and more on the eternal things of the world to 

come. 

As I mentioned last week as well, parish or school endowments are an excellent choice to 

consider when making bequests, as they can be a gift that continues to give for generations.  

Personally, other than some money going to relatives for funeral costs, at my death nearly all of 

my assets would go to the Church to provide for its mission and support my brothers and sisters 

in Christ.  Perhaps you would prayerfully consider the same. 

Fr. Timothy Gapinski 


