
November:  A Month of Remembrance 

The month of November is very often a time set aside to remember the dead.  It begins with the 

celebration of All Saints on November 1st, where we recall the blessed dead who are 

experiencing the joys of heaven.  We remember their lives of faith and virtue, and it is meant to 

inspire us to live lives in that same vein so that we might share the same reward they currently 

possess. 

The following day, on November 2nd, is the Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (also 

known as All Souls’ Day).  On this day we pray for all those faithful who have died but are 

perhaps still undergoing the purification needed to enter into heaven.  This is a powerful day, and 

one that should not be overlooked or looked down upon.  I especially want to encourage each of 

you to pray for all your family members and friends whom have died, and I want to caution 

anyone from presuming that some particular loved one is already in heaven. 

We must remember that we are not and can never be the judge of the souls of others.  Jesus does 

not just say this to keep us from presuming that any particular person is certainly in hell or is 

going to hell, but also to remind us that it is not our place to judge that a person is going to 

heaven.  In either case, we would end up putting ourselves in the judgment seat which is reserved 

for God alone.  Putting ourselves in God’s place is not only dishonest (for how could any of us 

be a good judge of others and all the many factors that lie beneath what we can see), but it is also 

quite arrogant.   

Even if you lost a loved one ten years ago, or twenty, or ninety-nine, do not assume that “surely 

they must be in heaven by now.”  We cannot know or understand God’s time, or what is best for 

those souls themselves.  Pray for them.  Pray for your ancestors.  Pray for all those who have no 

one else to pray for them.  I think it is a pernicious trick of the devil to try to convince us not to 

pray for our loved ones by making us think they do not need prayers.  Do not fall for the devil’s 

lies.   

Pray for the dead and know how much they will appreciate your praying for them.  When we die 

we would certainly appreciate the prayers of as many people as possible praying for us.  

Hopefully those souls who may have then made it to heaven by the assistance of our prayers 

might look lovingly upon us in our time of need and intercede with the Heavenly Father on our 

behalf.  And if you pray for the peaceful repose of the soul of a loved one who is already in 

heaven, do not suppose that prayer is wasted!  Rather, there is still a beauty there and a love that 

is deeply expressed.  And that prayer will still bear the fruit of love in ways that are true and 

powerful, but that we might not understand fully until we come face to face with the Lord in 

heaven ourselves. 

This month is also a good time to remember in a particular way those who have died from our 

parishes in the last year.  This week we will have a Mass of Remembrance at St. Joseph on 

November 5th at 6:00 p.m. and one at St. Michael on November 7th at 6:00 p.m.  Families of 

those parishioners who have died from those parishes have been contacted and invited to join us 

as we pray for the dead and for continued grace and healing for those who still mourn.  Please 



consider joining us to pray for any loved ones you have lost and to support in faith those 

members of our community who have lost those they love. 


