
Area Catholic Community Masses 

Thank you to everyone who was able to join us for our first joint Area Catholic Community 

Mass at St. Joseph for All Souls’ Day.  Hopefully we can build momentum and continue growing 

together at our next ACC Mass, which is on Thanksgiving Day at St. Peter.  The tradition in our 

cluster has been that any money put in the collection at the Thanksgiving Mass would be donated 

to Catholic Charities Food Shelf.  St. Peter and St. Paul have that same tradition and so we will 

continue to support as a Church and an ACC those who are in need, especially around the 

holiday season. 

As a brief update, the collection that we had at the All Souls’ ACC Mass is being donated to the 

St. Joseph Cemetery for its maintenance and management.  It makes a lot of sense to continue to 

provide for our cemeteries and help make them be a beautiful and reflective place to bury our 

loved ones and visit their gravesides for many years to come.  The St. Joseph Cemetery is 

actually the only parish cemetery amongst the parishes in our Area Catholic Community (the 

other parishes generally use Assumption which is technically an independent Catholic 

organization that covers pretty much all of Saint Cloud).  St. Joseph Cemetery is not just for St. 

Joseph parishioners, but is open to others – especially from our ACC.  If you are interested in 

being buried there or would like to take a look at available plots, please contact the St. Joseph 

parish office.   

Vocations Awareness  

We are also wrapping up National Vocations Awareness Week (which officially began Nov. 3rd), 

but it is important for us to continually pray for vocations and to be thankful for the vocations we 

have received.  While I did not have the opportunity last weekend to preach or talk about 

vocations in the parishes, I want to encourage each of you to think about your own vocation 

story. 

Priests often get asked to share their vocation stories, especially to the youth at different events.  

But I think sometimes we forget that Holy Matrimony is a sacrament and the call to marriage is 

also a vocation.  Both are categorized as “sacraments of service” for it is through these 

sacraments that we are given the graces to give our lives in service to one another in particular 

ways in the same way as Jesus gave his life in service of the Church.  Those vocations should 

share a number of similarities – like describing how you fell in love and how over the course of 

growing in the relationship it became more and more clear that this life of service was how God 

was calling you to witness his love to the world. 

It is possible that with some of the simplicities of youth, you might not have thought about it 

exactly that way.  Hopefully, after having growing in wisdom and maturity, you can now reflect 

back in prayer and see even more clearly how God was at work in your heart, leading you to 

your holy calling and a holy way of life.   

That story of your vocation is an important one to tell, so that the youth of this day might learn 

by your words and examples that marriage has more meaning than just a remedy for loneliness.  

Learning to express that call to others will also have a positive impact on you.  The more you can 



recognize the role of God in your marriage or vocation, the more grateful you will be.  It will 

help you realize that this goes beyond a mere social contract, but that it has a strong spiritual 

dimension as well.  Marriage is not utilitarian – it is not just about being useful or what we can 

get out of it; marriage is a call to love and service in the manner in which Jesus loves and serves 

his bride, the Church.  May your marriages grow in that self-giving love and be strengthened in 

grace.  May our Church grow in many holy vocation, and may we always be aware of the gift of 

the personal vocation we have received. 

Fr. Timothy Gapinski 


