
Totus Tuus 

We are beginning our Totus Tuus program this week.  This is the third year we have participated 

in this program and we continue to get such positive feedback on how faith-filled and fun it is for 

everyone!  We joyfully welcome this year’s team leaders;  Joe Jensen, Oliver Statz, Kristen 

Athmann and Mary Kampa to our parishes to share with us the joy of the faith.  Likely you will 

see them as they introduce themselves at Mass and talk a little bit about themselves and the 

program.   

As in the past, from Monday through Friday the daily Mass will be at St. Michael at 11:15 

a.m. to fit in with the Totus Tuus schedule.   

Interestingly, the 11:15 a.m. Mass puts the Eucharist pretty much in the middle of the schedule 

for the younger tract (which runs from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.).  It is a nice symbolic reminder to 

the students (and us) that the Mass and that personal encounter with Jesus in the sacrament is 

meant to be the center of our lives.  Every thing we do should both lead to and prepare us for the 

Eucharist, and the Eucharist should be our strength and inspiration for going forth and doing 

good in the world.  The Eucharist is truly “the source and summit of the Christian life” (Lumen 

Gentium, 19).  All we do should both flow from it and lead to it.  

Everyone is invited to join us for that daily celebration of the Mass and show that support in 

prayer and presence for the next generation.  We will also have a few guest priests join us to 

celebrate those daily Masses this week and offer different perspectives and unique vocation 

stories.  Each person is individually called by God to be holy and live in a personal relationship 

with Him.  Sharing those stories and experiences can help others hear and recognize their own 

call from God and respond with trust and love. 

Continue to pray for all those in the Totus Tuus program and for all young people in our parishes 

and communities.  The Praying for Our Youth and Children committee puts together a monthly 

bulletin insert with specific intentions for each day, consider putting it up on your refrigerator 

and taking just a few moments each day to pray for the youth.  Consider attending a school Mass 

at one of our Catholic schools sometime during the upcoming academic year.  Consider as well 

encouraging and supporting with a smile or kind word those parents who bring their young 

children to Mass (even and perhaps especially if those children are somewhat rowdy).  We 

should all be willing to sacrifice much to give that next generation whatever we can to help them 

in life.  And there is no more important gift for life (in this world or the next) than faith. 

Fr. Timothy Gapinski 

 


